Chapter  15 


The  Prophetic  Decree  That  the 
Turmoil  of  the  Kharijites  Must 
be  Eliminated 
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IN  THE  PRECEDING  CHAPTERS  WE  PRESENTED  THE  QuR’aNIC  VERSES  AND 
hadith  reports  that  mention  the  beliefs,  ideologies,  signs  and 
blameworthy  innovations  of  the  Kharijites.  Let  us  now  consider 
the  Prophet’s  orders  to  eliminate  them. 


1 5 . i It  is  Obligatory  to  Eliminate  the  Kharijites 

cAll  reported  that  he  heard  the  Messenger  of  God  say, 


^ ''  -*  * s ' e°  ✓ / J 2 # » o 
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‘At  the  end  of  time  there  shall  appear  a folk,  young  in 
age  and  foolish.  They  will  speak  the  words  of  the  best  of 
people,  but  their  faith  will  not  pass  their  throats.  They 
shall  pass  through  Islam  just  as  an  arrow  passes  through 
a hunted  game.  Kill  them  wherever  you  find  them  [during 
war],  for  the  one  who  kills  them  will  be  rewarded  on  the 
Day  of  Resurrection’.1 


After  narrating  this  hadith  from  cAbd  Allah  b.  Mascud  lift,  Imam 
al-Tirmidhl  stated  that  it  was  narrated  from  cAll,  Abu  SaYd  and 
Abu  Dharr  And  this  a good  hadith.  Abu  SaYd  al-Khudrl 
reported  that  the  Messenger  of  God  0,  said, 


1 Nariatedbyal-RukhanmaI-Sahjh:Kitabistitabaal-murtaddJnwaal-mucanidm 
iva  qitalibim  [The  Book  on  Demanding  the  Repentance  of  the  Apostates  and 
Reprobates,  and  Fighting  Them],  chapter:  ‘On  Fighting  the  Kharijites  and  the 
Heretics  after  Establishing  the  Evidence  against  Them’,  6:2539  §6531;  Muslim 
in  al-Sahlb:  Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat],  chapter:  ‘The  Encouragement 
to  Kill  the  Kharijites’,  2:746  §1066;  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  1:81,  113, 
13 1 §§§616,  912,  1086;  al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan:  Kitab  tahrim  al-dam  [The  Book 
on  the  Prohibition  of  Bloodshed],  chapter:  ‘Regarding  the  One  Who  Unsheathes 
His  Sword  and  Wields  it  amongst  People’,  7:119  §4102;  and  Ibn  Majah  in  al- 
Sunan:  ‘Introduction’,  section:  ‘Mention  of  the  Kharijites’,  1:59  §168. 
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‘There  shall  emerge  from  the  offspring  of  this  man  [Dhu  al- 
Khuwaysira  al-Tamlmi]  a folk.  ...  If  I were  to  encounter 
them,  I would  slay  them  like  the  people  of  Thamud!’1 


In  another  narration,  Abu  SaTd  al-Khudri  reported  that  the 
Messenger  of  God  |fc  said, 


I jfi  j jjl?d  ^ OtjSlI  Ojijib  U^i  tiA  j*  0) 


‘There  shall  emerge  from  the  offspring  of  this  man  [Dhu 
al-Khuwaysira  al-Tamlmi]  a folk  who  will  recite  the 
Qur’an  but  it  will  not  pass  their  throats.  They  shall  pass 
through  Islam  just  as  an  arrow  passes  through  a hunted 
game.  . . . They  kill  the  Muslims  but  leave  the  disbelievers. 
If  I were  to  encounter  them,  I would  slay  them  like  the 
people  of  cAd!’z 


1 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh : Kitab  al-maghazl  [The  Book  of  Military 
Expeditions],  chapter:  ‘The  Dispatch  of  ‘All  b.  Abl  Talib  and  Khalid  b.  al-Walld 
to  Yemen  before  the  Farewell  Pilgrimage’,  4:1581  §4094;  Muslim  in  al-Sahlh : 
Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat],  chapter:  ‘On  the  Kharijites  and  their 
Qualities’,  2:742,  743  §1064;  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  3:4  §11021; 
Ibn  Khuzayma  in  al-Sahlh , 4:71  §2.373;  Ibn  Hibban  in  al-Sahlh,  1:205  §25;  and 
Abu  Yacla  in  al-Musnad,  2:390  §1163. 

z Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh'  Kitab  al-tawhld  [The  Book  of  Divine 
Unity],  chapter:  ‘God’s  saying,  “ The  angels  and  the  Spirit  ascend  to  Him’” 
[Qur’an  70:4],  6:2702  §6995,  and  in  Kitab  al-Anbiya ’ [The  Book  of  the 
Prophets],  chapter:  ‘On  God’s  Saying,  ‘"And  as  for  cAd,  they  were  destroyed 
by  a fierce  roaring  wind’”  [Qur’an  69:6],  3:1219  §3166;  Muslim  in  al-Sahlh: 
Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat],  chapter:  ‘On  the  Kharijites  and  Their 
Traits’,  2:741  §1064;  Abu  Dawud  in  al-Sunan:  Kitab  al-Sunna  [The  Book  of 
the  Sunna],  chapter:  ‘On  Fighting  the  Kharijites’,  4:243  §4764;  and  al-Nasa’i 
in  al-Sunan:  Kitab  tahrlm  al-dam  [The  Book  on  the  Prohibition  of  Bloodshed], 
chapter:  ‘Regarding  the  One  Who  Unsheathes  His  Sword  and  Wields  it  amongst 
People’,  7:118  §4101,  and  in  Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat],  chapter: 
‘Those  Whose  Hearts  are  Drawn  Near’,  5:87  §2578. 
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Interpreting  this  hadith,  Ibn  Hajar  al-cAsqalani  wrote, 


. Jvl  US' 


‘The  Prophet’s  statement  H,  “They  will  kill  the  people 
of  Islam”  is  from  the  unseen  matters  that  he  informed 
about,  and  it  occurred  just  as  he  said’.1 


Shabbir  Ahmad  ‘Uthmam  said  in  his  commentary, 

dr?  '&?:  ^ ^ j-y 

. 1 I iSjj  U-LUa  ^ g >:  \Js'  ^3  I jSJ  : 


‘Ubayy  [b.  Ka‘b]  said,  “One  of  the  bewildering  aspects 
of  the  Kharijites  is  that  when  they  left  Kufa  and  revolted 
against  ‘All  JC  they  encountered  a Muslim  and  a 
disbeliever  on  the  road,  and  killed  the  Muslim  [but  spared 
the  disbeliever]”.’1 


Imam  Ahmad,  Abu  Dawud  and  Ibn  Majah  narrated  from  Abu 
SaTd  al-Khudrl  and  Anas  b.  Malik  ^ that  the  Prophet  said, 

pjb  . . . JJUJt  dj4~*4j  Ojydd  ASjij  ^ OjSw> 

aL>  'jUdlj  <uit  odS" OjPAj  tSjIUsj  ,t  gfi3  tSiLLrJlJ  jjiAJl 

:Jls  U <uit  Jjd>3  k djJli  dib  OlS" ^ ^ 


‘My  nation  shall  soon  fall  prey  to  dissention  and  disunity. 

There  shall  be  a folk  whose  words  are  good  but  whose 
actions  are  bad.  . . . They  are  the  most  evil  of  the  creation. 

Glad  tidings  [of  Paradise]  for  the  one  who  kills  them  and 
who  is  killed  by  them.  They  will  invite  to  God’s  Book 
but  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Whoever  fights  them 
will  be  nearer  to  God  than  they  are’.  The  Companions 

1 Ibn  Hajar  aHAsqalanl,  Fatb  al-BarJ,  8:69. 

1 Shabbir  Ahmad  TJthmanI,  Fatb  al-Mulbim,  5:151. 
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said,  ‘O  Messenger  of  God!  What  is  their  distinguishing 
feature?’  He  replied,  ‘Shaven  heads’.1 


Imam  Ahmad  also  reported  that  Abu  SaTd  al-Khudri  ^ said, 

tiS"  O3 'y*  k : JUp  a&1  Jjij  s.\?r  jSy  Ul  Pt 

tJl  * jGj  aJ  JUiP  .^Lp2j  iPSjj 

^^■jP  pi  ^ip  0I3  UTs  aJ)  C,jsai  :dl3  .aCxSIP 

0 [jP  ^pP  c-J&PP  .aAjxSIP  iwJ&PJ  !jP*J  ^x!i  4JU1P  :dlP  Alll  d J— 

6 : d UP  . ^^-jp  I d ^ • aUaj  pi  fl J*>£  : d P jj i fl  iy  I d Ud I ^1p 

Cjsjl  !^gip  b :J§|  JlP  .<tbxsi  pi  CJSjivJ  UliAxA  ^^Lpd  axj'5  i<t5ll  Jj-^3 
. ijj  Ajl  cAill  d j-p  k ■ d Ui  i^Ap  Ajj  . ^1p  ^_jsJP  :Jl3  .aIxPP 

PjPjPi  yjt^o  V PljiJ'  JjtjAj  AjlPtdtf’ij  lU»  PJ  :J||  ^JOl  JUP  : JlP 

aPjS  f4~d'  ijAj.  aAs  PjijAj  S!  31$  I jdgdJ'  dj^i  US  jjdJt 

.Ajj*h  ^G&yAx^P 


‘Abu  Bakr  went  to  the  Messenger  of  God  0>  and  said, 

“O  Messenger  of  God!  I passed  through  a particular 
valley,  and  lo  and  behold,  there  was  a humble-looking 
man  of  pleasant  appearance  offering  prayers”.  The 
Prophet  0>  said,  “Go  to  him  and  kill  him”.  So  Abu  Bakr 
went  back  to  that  man,  and  when  he  saw  him  in  that 
state  [of  humble  worship],  he  hated  to  kill  him,  and  so 
he  went  back  to  the  Messenger  of  God  Ji.  The  Prophet 
H then  said  to  ‘Umar  JG  “Go  and  kill  him”,  so  ‘Umar 
went  out  and  when  he  saw  the  man  in  the  state  in  which 
Abu  Bakr  saw  him,  he  hated  to  kill  him,  and  so  he  went 

1 Narrated  by  Abu  Dawud  in  al-Sunan:  Kitab  al-Sunna  [The  Book  of  the 
Sunna],  chapter:  ‘On  Fighting  the  Kharijites’,  4:243  §4765;  Ibn  Majah  in  al- 
Sunan:  ‘Introduction’,  section:  ‘Discussion  of  the  Kharijites’,  1:60  §169;  Ahmad 
b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  3:224  §13362;  al-Hakim  in  al-Mustadrak,  2:161 
§2649;  al-Bayhaql  in  al-Sunan  al-kubra , 8:171;  al-MaqdisI  in  al-Ahadlth  al- 
mukhtara , 7:15  §2391-2392  (and  he  declared  its  chain  of  transmission  sound); 
and  Abu  Yacla  in  al-Musnad,  5:426  §3117. 
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back  to  the  Messenger  of  God  JL  He  said,  “O  Messenger 
of  God!  I saw  him  offering  prayers  in  a most  humble 
manner,  and  so  I hated  to  kill  him”.  The  Prophet  called 
out,  “O  cAll!  Go  out  and  kill  him!”  cAll  went  out  to  kill 
him  but  could  not  find  him,  so  he  returned  and  said,  “O 
Messenger  of  God!  I did  not  see  him”.  The  Prophet  Jfc 
said,  “Indeed,  that  man  and  his  compatriots  recite  the 
Qur’an  but  it  does  not  go  past  their  throats.  They  shall 
pass  through  the  religion  just  as  an  arrow  passes  through 
a hunted  game,  never  to  return  until  an  arrow  returns  to 
its  bowstring.  Slay  them  [whenever  you  encounter  them 
during  war],  for  they  are  the  worst  of  creation”.’1 


Imam  Ibn  cAbd  al-Barr  narrated  that  cAdl  b.  ‘Adi  wrote  to 
‘Umar  b.  ‘Abd  al-‘AzIz  and  complained  that  the  Kharijites  were 
insulting  him.  ‘Umar  replied, 


. Ijj 


‘If  they  insult  me  then  either  retaliate  or  pardon  them, 
and  if  they  take  up  arms  then  take  up  arms  against  them, 
and  if  they  fight  then  fight  them  back’.2 


15.2  Important  Commentaries  from  the  Imams  of 
Hadith 

Qadl  ‘Iyad  said  in  Ikmal  al-muHim  bi  faivadd  Muslim-. 

jJu  c. 01  Sjtj  tSp ii?J'  s 13 

Jl  s-°J?  'J*- 

3d  j Js J ,t 1 OjjlSo  tS’Jj  J^-S!  ,« ; 0l£”  til  iJLaj 


1 Narrated  by  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  3:15  §11133;  al-Haythami  in 
Majmac  al-zawa’id,  6:225;  and  cited  by  al-‘AsqalanI  in  Fatb  al-BarT,  12:229. 

2 Ibn  cAbd  al-Barr,  al-Tambld,  23:338-339. 
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jiklt  Ojj  s«>Uj  jf  J 

. I JjiJl  JjsI  y 


The  scholars  have  unanimously  agreed  that  when  the 
Kharijites  and  their  ilk  from  the  people  of  blameworthy 
innovation  and  rebellion  revolt  against  the  view  of  the 
community  \jamaca\,  split  the  unity  of  the  Muslims  and 
raise  the  banner  of  dissention,  it  is  obligatory  [for  the 
Muslims]  to  fight  them  after  exhorting  and  warning  them. 
God  Most  High  says,  ‘ Then  all  of  you  together  fight  the 
contentious  party  until  they  all  submit  to  the  command  of 
God V Now  this  is  in  the  case  where  their  rebellion  stems 
from  a blameworthy  innovation  by  which  they  declare 
others  to  be  disbelievers.  If  their  rebellion  was  for  some 
other  reason  that  is  not  an  innovation,  such  as  bigoted 
allegiance  [to  a group  or  tribe]  or  pursuit  of  leadership, 
they  are  not  given  the  same  judgement  reserved  for  the 
disbelievers  in  any  way.  According  to  the  aforementioned 
view,  they  are  given  the  ruling  of  the  people  of  rebellion 
only.1 


Imam  al-Nawawi  stated  in  his  commentary  on  Sahih  Muslim : 
Jls2  1 JL»  0t2  'its  :j||  <d j3 

O'  jlii*)'  ^0?-'  Jts  ttlii*!'  £T0?-]  SUlJ'J 

ap lO?Jl  {^S’  &»  ^d-J'  Ja'  jfi 

. . ; ..  . . ; o l _ 

iik>  'yioj 

4j  OjjlSo  apJj  CO'S"  012  .;t  g-.'t-Tj  'jjlio  U ala"  'a&J 
Jt?- 

Ljajl  Ojii-isj  tjlsi!'  ^ i_ibj  t«lSj  tjJJs  JdiJt 

.JUJ  j~4j  ^r?  Jt?-  ^ Jl*J'  JjsS  sjiii'  U 


1 Qur’an  49:9. 

2 Qadl  Tyad,  Ikmal  al-mulim  bi  faiva'id  Muslim,  3:613-614. 
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The  Prophet’s  statement  H,  ‘Kill  them  wherever  you 
find  them  [during  war],  for  the  one  who  kills  them  will 
be  rewarded  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection’,  is  an  explicit 
declaration  of  the  obligation  to  fight  the  Kharijites  and 
rebels,  and  this  is  the  consensus  of  the  scholars.  Qadl 
[Tyad]  said,  ‘The  scholars  have  unanimously  agreed 
that  when  the  Kharijites  and  their  ilk  from  the  people 
of  blameworthy  innovation  and  rebellion  revolt  against 
the  view  of  the  community  [jamaca],  split  the  unity 
[of  the  Muslims]  and  raise  the  banner  of  dissention,  it 
is  obligatory  [for  the  Muslim  state]  to  fight  them  after 
exhorting  them  and  warning  them’. 

Now  that  applies  so  long  as  their  innovation  is  not 
one  that  entails  disbelief.  If  their  innovation  is  one  that 
makes  them  disbelievers,  then  the  rules  that  pertain  to 
apostates  are  applied  to  them.  As  for  the  rebels  who  do 
not  disbelieve,  they  may  inherit  and  others  may  inherit 
from  them,  although  during  times  of  fighting  their  blood 
is  lawful,  as  is  their  wealth  that  is  destroyed  [at  the  hands 
of  the  Muslim  government]  during  the  fighting.  The 
most  correct  view  is  that  they  are  not  liable  to  receive 
compensation  from  the  people  of  justice  for  the  lives  and 
wealth  that  were  destroyed  during  the  time  of  fighting.1 

Shabblr  Ahmad  ‘UthmanI  wrote  in  Fatb  al-Mulhim : 
jkj Jt3  . Ulkf-  ^ 019  a!_^9 

tlilxjl  Jli  jAj  tSUdlj  Jli9 

Ijjjjy-j  ^ I jky-  >>  (lr? 

J[  jJu  ^J09  CJrj  3 . 

The  Prophet’s  statement  ‘for  the  one  who  kills  them 
will  be  rewarded  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection’,  means 
that  this  person  will  receive  a tremendous  reward.  Al- 
Nawawl  stated  that  this  ‘is  an  explicit  declaration  of 


1 Yahya  al-Nawawi,  Sbarh  Sahib  Muslim , 7:170. 
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the  obligation  to  fight  the  Kharijites  and  rebels,  and 
this  is  the  consensus  of  the  scholars’.  Qadl  [cIyad]  said, 

‘The  scholars  have  unanimously  agreed  that  when  the 
Kharijites  and  their  ilk  from  the  people  of  blameworthy 
innovation  and  rebellion  revolt  against  the  view  of  the 
community  \jamaca\,  split  the  unity  [of  the  Muslims]  and 
raise  the  banner  of  dissention,  it  is  obligatory  to  fight 
them  after  exhorting  them  and  warning  them’.1 

These  commentaries  further  prove  that  this  is  obligatory  to 
take  action  against  the  Kharijites  and  terrorists  at  the  state  level 
and  eliminate  them  completely.  Whenever  the  Kharijites  and  their 
ilk  appear,  the  only  guarantee  of  peace  and  security  is  their  total 
annihilation.  The  history  of  Muslim  Umma  bears  witness  that 
whenever  these  elements  raised  their  heads  they  were  eliminated. 


15.3  The  Significance  of  Comparing  the  Kharijites  to 
the  People  of  cAd  and  Thamud 


Some  of  the  prophetic  traditions  about  the  Kharijites  mention  the 
people  of  cAd  and  Thamud.  The  import  of  these  traditions  is  that 
the  Kharijites  should  be  uprooted  and  wiped  out  just  as  the  people 
of  cAd  and  Thamud  were  destroyed.  Before  that,  however,  it  is  our 
duty  to  teach  them  the  truth  and  provide  them  the  opportunity  to 
take  the  right  path,  turn  to  God  and  abandon  their  evil  designs. 
Concerning  the  people  of  cAd  and  their  destruction,  God  revealed, 


JG  jjgtlfr  l >yu  .Cj'lb  [jSsIaIJ  ith  lalj? 

i$i&.  °J*  ,4J  Ify*  *4*? 


‘ And  as  for  the  people  of  cAd,  they  were  destroyed  by  a 
violently  cold  and  roaring  wind.  God  imposed  it  upon 
them  for  seven  nights  and  eight  days  in  succession, 
so  you  would  see  people  felled  therein  as  if  they  were 
hollow  trunks  of  palm  trees.  Then  do  you  see  of  them  any 
remains f”z 


1 Shabbir  Ahmad  TJthmam,  Fath  al-Mulbim,  5:166-167. 

2 Qur’an  69:6-8. 
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In  another  verse,  God  revealed, 

U jA  UjJsuA  'dla  tjJll  jJbuUi  Lp^s-  sjtj  '-*is}y 

(U tgjj  y^>  -fid'  I4J  jkjj  <b 


‘So  when  they  saw  it  as  a cloud  approaching  their  valleys, 
they  said,  “This  a cloud  bringing  us  rain!”  Rather,  it  is 
that  for  which  you  were  impatient:  a wind  containing  a 
grievous  punishment.  It  will  destroy  everything  by  the 
command  of  its  Lord.  And  they  became  so  that  nothing 
was  seen  of  them,  save  their  dwellings.  Thus  do  We 
recompense  the  criminals’  d 


Ibn  Hajar  al-cAsqalanI  wrote  in  his  commentary  on  the  Prophet’s 
statement  0>  that  he  would  kill  the  Kharijites  like  the  people  of  cAd 
and  Thamud:  ‘The  Prophet’s  statement  |l,  “If  I were  to  encounter 
them  I would  slay  them  like  the  people  of  cAd”,  means  a general 
killing  and  elimination  [during  war],  as  God  Most  High  said, 
“Then  do  you  see  of  them  any  remains?”’z 

Imam  Abu  al-cAbbas  al-Qurtubl,  who  preceded  al-cAsqalanI, 
commented, 


tijJd  '-0^  4^ 

i Cij  ^ 'Id!  Jffri  i idli-  "kds  P pha. J 

ddp-  US’  'UH  ’S0.  % j*  Jds  j p-ji 


The  Prophet’s  statement  0 ‘If  I were  to  encounter  them 
I would  slay  them  like  the  people  of  cAd’,  and  in  another 
wording,  ‘like  the  people  of  Thamud’.  This  means  that  if 
he  were  to  encounter  them,  he  would  kill  them  all,  in  the 
sense  that  not  a single  one  of  them  would  remain  at  one 
given  time,  and  none  of  them  would  be  left  for  another 


1 Ibid.,  46:24-25. 

z Ibn  Hajar  aHAsqalanl,  Lath  al-Barl,  2:377. 
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day — just  as  God  dealt  with  cAd,  destroying  them  with  a 
grievous  wind,  and  destroying  Thamud  with  the  dreadful 
shriek.1 2 


Imam  al-Nawawi  said, 

:J\kS  Jli  iSlP  'Tdi  .itP  Jii  1 jllaSSf  :0k  a! J i 

Xj&tf  (4J  <ls?  3^) 

‘His  statement  |i,  “If  I were  to  encounter  them  I would 
slay  them  like  the  people  of  cAd”,  means  he  would  have 
killed  them  all,  just  as  God  says,  “Then  do  yon  see  of 
them  any  remains?,,,z 


Imam  al-Qastalam  writes  in  Irshad  al-san. 


JUaiuolS" \Xp-\  < 


.LS'blgJ'  ‘Uj'i  tilt 


The  phrase,  ‘If  I were  to  encounter  them  I would  slay  them 
like  the  people  of  cAd’,  means  ‘I  would  most  certainly 
annihilate  them  so  that  none  of  them  remain,  just  as  cAd 
were  annihilated’.  What  is  meant  is  the  implication  of 
that,  which  is  their  total  destruction.3 4 


Shabbir  Ahmad  ‘Uthmani  agreed  with  this  explanation  in  Fath  al- 
Mulhim  and  stated, 

l£y  Jt&s)?  US'  til?-'  t 

■{%*£.  C0 

‘In  other  words,  it  means  a general  killing  and  annihilation, 
in  the  sense  that  none  of  them  remains,  as  God  Most 
High  said,  “Then  do  you  see  of  them  any  remains?”,J> 


1 Muhammad  al-Qurtubl,  al-Mufhim,  3:110. 

2 Yahya  al-Nawawi,  Sbarh  Sahib  Muslim , 7:162. 

3 Ahmad  al-Qastalanl,  Irshad  al-sarl,  10:398. 

4 Shabbir  Ahmad  TJthmanI,  Fath  al-Mulhim,  5:151. 
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Imam  Badr  al-Din  al-cAym  has  also  written  similar  interpretation 
in  cUmdat  al-qart : 


Ajyi 


jUaiuWl  £U  'jp'fi ' 0*^  -iyd  Jii  aJ jij  tJtp  Jii 

,<U3  Jtfj  t<ul^!b 


‘The  Prophet’s  statements  H,  “like  the  people  of  cAd” 
and  “like  the  people  of  Thamud”  are  not  mutually 
contradictory,  because  his  intent  was  that  they  should 
be  completely  annihilated,  and  cAd  and  Thamud  are  the 
same  in  that  regard’.1 2 


Speaking  of  Thamud,  God  revealed, 

<L?il«a!T  'jiik  jji it  iA'J 

‘And  //?e  dreadful  shriek  seized  those  who  had  wronged, 
and  so  ivhen  morning  came  they  were  [dead]  lying  prone 
in  their  homes  as  if  they  had  never  prospered  therein. 
Beware,  Thamud  disbelieved  in  their  Lord — so  away 
with  Thamud’’ ,z 


The  Prophet  0 has  commanded  the  Muslim  state  to  kill  the 
Kharijites  like  the  killing  of  cAd  and  Thamud,  because  they  too 
have  transgressed  like  the  perished  nations  of  old.  Another  reason 
is  that  if  some  terrorists  are  killed  and  others  are  left  alive  or 
left  to  engage  in  negotiations,  their  leaders  will  take  that  time  to 
regroup  and  prepare  for  more  turmoil.  Imam  Ahmad,  al-NasaT, 
al-Hakim  and  others  narrated  that  the  Prophet  0 said, 

‘They  shall  continue  to  appear  until  the  last  of  them 
appears  with  the  Anti-Christ  [al-Dajjal]’.3 


1 Badr  al-Din  al-cAynI,  cUmdat  al-qarT,  25:122. 

2 Qur’an  11:67-68. 

3 Narrated  by  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  4:421  §19798;  al-Nasa’I  in 
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Aware  of  the  peculiar  mentality  and  strategy  of  the  Kharijites, 
the  Prophet  taught  us  how  to  deal  with  them.  When  an 
operation  is  launched  against  them,  it  must  continue  unabated 
until  they  are  decimated.  Otherwise,  if  they  are  given  reprieve  or 
granted  the  opportunity  to  regroup,  they  will  launch  fresh  attacks 
with  renewed  vigour  and  inflict  losses  on  the  Muslim  state  and 
its  citizenry.  This  is  why  the  Prophet  0.  ordained  the  elimination 
of  evil  elements  from  society  once  and  for  all,  as  was  done  in  the 
case  of  cAd  and  Thamud.  This  prophetic  war  strategy  is  designed 
to  eliminate  turmoil  and  danger  in  one  fell  swoop.  Comparatively, 
the  Prophet  Noah  supplicated  to  God,  asking  for  the  wholesale 
destruction  of  his  rebellious  people.  God  says,  quoting  Prophet 
Noah  3p, 

ijih  % iSiUp  IjLd  01  dJfr) 

‘ Surely , if  You  leave  them  they  will  continue  leading  Your 
servants  astray  and  will  give  birth  to  none  but  disbelieving 
criminals’  d 

The  complete  annihilation  of  evil  forces  is  a Divine  strategy  and 
the  Kharijites  must  suffer  it  in  order  to  remove  their  danger.  In  the 
Qur’an  God  mentions  that  the  people  of  Thamud  were  seized  with 
a torment  unexpectedly  and  ruined  completely: 

SAlO’  dL-ijl 

‘Indeed,  We  sent  upon  them  one  shriek  and  they  became 
like  the  dry  twig  fragments  of  an  animal  pen’ d 

These  Qur’anic  verses  and  prophetic  traditions  make  it  amply 
clear  that  negotiations  with  militant  terrorist  groups  give  them 
time  to  reorganize  for  renewed  terrorist  activities.  Taking  such 
a detrimental  step  amounts  to  disobedience  of  the  Messenger  of 

al-Sunam  Kitab  tahrim  al-dam  [The  Book  on  the  Prohibition  of  Bloodshed], 
chapter:  ‘Regarding  the  One  Who  Unsheathes  His  Sword  and  Wields  it  amongst 
People’,  7:119  §4103;  and  al-Hakim  in  al-Mustadrak,  2:160  §2647. 

1 Qur’an  71:27. 

Z Ibid.,  54:31. 
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God  H,  which  ruins  one  not  only  in  this  life  but  in  the  Hereafter 
as  well. 


15.4  The  Great  Reward  for  Fighting  the  Kharijites 


The  great  reward  promised  for  those  who  kill  the  Kharijites  has 
been  repeatedly  mentioned  in  the  sound  prophetic  traditions. 
Imam  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  narrated  that  Abu  Bakra  reported  that 
the  Messenger  of  God  said, 


jjl?o  tOJyiJb  gT.df  idi  cilxil 


‘There  shall  soon  appear  a folk  who  are  young  in  age, 
sharp-witted  and  severe.  They  will  recite  the  Qur’an 
distinctly  and  clearly  but  it  will  not  pass  their  throats.  So 
extinguish  [their  turmoil]  if  you  encounter  them,  and  if 
you  encounter  them  [again]  slay  them,  for  the  one  who 
slays  them  will  be  rewarded’.1 


cAbd  Allah  b.  Rabah  al-Ansari  reported  that  he  heard  Kacb  [b. 
Malik]  say, 


<GUj  j'jj' 

.jjjjjptJJ  14I0  oIJj!  aOLJ  J jUj  (HAg-iJ'  jjj  jlp! 


‘The  martyr  has  a light,  and  the  one  who  fights  against  the 
Haruriyya  [i.e. , Kharijites]  shall  have  ten  lights  [and  in 
another  narration  in  Ibn  Abl  Shayba’s  Musannaf,  “eight 
lights  in  addition  to  the  light  of  the  martyr”].’  cAbd  Allah 
said,  ‘He  [Kacb]  used  to  say  that  the  Hellfire  has  seven 
gates,  three  of  which  are  reserved  for  the  Haruriyya  [i.e., 
Kharijites]’.1 


1 Narrated  by  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 5:36  §44;  al-Hakim  in  al- 
Mustadrak , 2:159  §2645;  Ibn  Abl  cAsim  in  al-Sunna,  2:456  §937;  and  cAbd 
Allah  b.  Ahmad  in  al-Sunna,  2:637  §1519.  The  transmitters  in  Ahmad’s  tradition 
are  sound.  Ibn  Abl  cAsim  and  al-Hakim  also  declared  it  a sound  tradition. 
z Narrated  by  cAbd  al-Razzaq  in  al-Musannaf,  10:155;  and  Ibn  Abl  Shayba  in 
al-Musannaf,  7:557  §37911. 
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i 5 . 5 A Comprehensive  Description  of  the  Kharijites  and 
Their  Signs 

If  we  gather  all  of  hadith  reports  and  statements  of  the  Companions 
and  scholars  concerning  the  Kharijites,  we  can  develop  a composite 
image  and  comprehensive  description  of  them. 


.ocAit  . i 

They  will  be  young  in  age.1 

iS&L*  .2 

They  will  be  brainwashed.1 

They  will  have  thick,  unkempt  beards.3 

,/jf  j lid  .4 

They  will  wear  their  lower  garments  high  upon  their  legs.4 

.JjJuh  JJ  J*  .5 

They  will  emerge  from  the  east  [of  sanctuaries].5 


1 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitab  istitaba  al-murtaddin  tva  al- 
mu  anidin  iva  qitalihim  [The  Book  on  Demanding  the  Repentance  of  the 
Apostates  and  Reprobates,  and  Fighting  Them],  chapter:  ‘On  Fighting  the 
Kharijites  and  the  Heretics  after  Establishing  the  Evidence  against  Them’, 
6:2539  §6531;  and  Muslim  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat], 
chapter:  ‘The  Encouragement  to  Kill  the  Kharijites’,  2:746  §1066. 

1 Ibid. 

3 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh : Kitab  al-magbazT  [The  Book  of  Military 
Expeditions],  chapter:  ‘The  Dispatch  of  ‘All  b.  Abl  Talib  and  Khalid  b.  al-Walld 
to  Yemen  before  the  Farewell  Pilgrimage’,  4:1581  §4094;  and  Muslim  in  al- 
Sahih:  Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat],  Chapter:  ‘On  the  Kharijites  and 
their  Qualities’,  2:742  §1064. 

4 Ibid. 

5 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahih:  Kitab  al-tawbld  [The  Book  of  Divine 
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They  will  continue  to  appear  until  the  last  of  them 
appears  with  the  Anti-Christ  [which  implies  that  they  will 
continue  to  emerge  in  every  generation].1 

V -7 

Their  faith  will  not  pass  their  throats  [which  implies  that 
their  faith  is  shallow  and  skin-deep,  and  that  the  qualities 
of  true  faith  will  not  be  visible  from  their  conduct].2 

.jjUjI  OJjU-iijJ  djiZKzj  .8 

They  will  be  extremists  in  religious  matters.3 

AiL+ej  ^0  asSUs  ^5^-1  -9 

The  believer  will  consider  his  own  prayers  and  fasting 
insignificant  in  comparison  to  theirs  [i.e.,  Kharijites].4 

Unity],  chapter:  ‘The  Recitation,  Articulation  and  Reading  of  the  Reprobate 
and  Hypocrite  [Reading  the  Qur  an]  Does  Not  Pass  Beyond  Their  Throats’, 
6:2748  §7123. 

1 Narrated  by  al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan:  Kitab  tahrlm  al-dam  [The  Book  on  the 
Prohibition  of  Bloodshed],  chapter:  ‘Regarding  the  One  Who  Unsheathes  His 
Sword  and  Wields  it  amongst  People’,  7:119  §4103. 

2 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitab  istitaba  al-murtaddin  wa  al- 
mu  anidin  iva  qitalihim  [The  Book  on  Demanding  the  Repentance  of  the 
Apostates  and  Reprobates,  and  Fighting  Them],  chapter:  ‘On  Killing  the 
Kharijites  and  the  Heretics  after  Establishing  the  Evidence  against  Them’,  6:2539 
§6531;  Muslim  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat],  chapter:  ‘The 
Encouragement  to  Kill  the  Kharijites’,  2:746  §1066. 

3 Narrated  by  Abu  Yacla  in  al-Musnad,  1:90  §90;  and  ‘Abd  al-Razzaq  in  al- 
Musannaf,  10:155  §18673. 

4 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitab  al-adab  [The  Book  of  Good 
Manners],  chapter:  ‘What  Has  Come  to  Us  About  Someone  Saying,  “Woe 
to  you!”’,  5:2281  §5811,  and  Kitab  istitaba  al-murtaddin  wa  al-muamdin 
wa  qitalihim  [The  Book  on  Demanding  the  Repentance  of  the  Apostates  and 
Reprobates,  and  Fighting  Them],  chapter:  ‘On  the  One  Who  Refrains  from 
Fighting  the  Kharijites  for  the  Sake  of  Drawing  Hearts  Near  and  so  People  Will 
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1 3^  ^ -io 

Their  prayers  will  not  pass  their  throats  [which  implies 
that  their  prayers  will  not  leave  any  effect  upon  their 
character  or  conduct].1 

j-dJ  jTjSlt  JjijL  ,ii 

They  will  recite  the  Qur’an  but  the  believers’  recitation 
will  not  resemble  theirs.2 


OTjiSt  JjijL 


12. 


They  shall  recite  the  Qur’an  but  it  will  not  pass  their 
throats  [which  implies  that  it  will  have  no  effect  upon 
their  hearts].3 


jAj  <01  0Tji!l  dji-jAi  .13 


They  shall  quote  the  Qur’an  believing  that  it  is  for  them 
although  in  reality  it  is  against  them.4 


<Uo  dill  od 5* djf’Jj  . 14 

They  will  apparently  invite  the  people  to  God’s  Book 


Not  Flee’,  6:2540  §6534;  and  Muslim  in  al-Sahih:  Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of 
Zakat],  chapter:  ‘On  the  Kharijites  and  Their  Qualities’,  2:744  §1064. 

1 Narrated  by  Muslim  in  al-Sahih:  Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat],  chapter: 
‘The  Encouragement  to  Kill  the  Kharijites’,  2:748  §1066. 

2 Ibid. 

3 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahih-  Kitab  istitaba  al-murtaddln  iva  al- 
muanidln  wa  qitalihim  [The  Book  on  Demanding  the  Repentance  of  the 
Apostates  and  Reprobates,  and  Fighting  Them],  chapter:  ‘On  Killing  the 
Kharijites  and  Heretics  after  Establishing  the  Evidence  against  Them’,  6:2540 
§6532;  and  Muslim  in  al-Sahih:  Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat],  chapter: 
‘On  the  Kharijites  and  Their  Qualities’,  2:743  §1064. 

4 Narrated  by  Muslim  in  al-Sahih : Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat],  chapter: 
‘The  Encouragement  to  Kill  the  Kharijites’,  2:748  §1066. 
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although  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.1 

^ 0 ' * 

Jj3  JA  .15 

They  will  speak  the  words  of  the  best  of  people  [which 
implies  that  they  will  raise  religious  slogans  and  make 
Islamic  demands].2 

0 Si  £ ' •*  * 

.16 

Their  slogans  and  pretentious  talks  will  be  better  than 
others’  and  moving.3 

. JJUJt  OjkLJ  -17 

They  will  be  extremely  oppressive,  blood-thirsty  and 
violent.4 


.SiLbiJ'J  (h*  .18 

They  will  be  the  most  evil  of  the  creation.5 

' 'S>  ''to  *s.  ' ' 0 

.jUbCaUj  ^ djlwlaj  .19 

They  will  defame  their  rulers  and  charge  them  with 
misguidance.6 

1 Narrated  by  Abu  Dawud  in  al-Sunan:  Kitab  al-Sunna  [The  Book  of  the 
Sunna],  chapter:  ‘On  Fighting  the  Kharijites’,  4:243  §4765. 

2 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitab  istitaba  al-murtaddln  tva  al- 
midanidln  iva  qitalihim  [The  Book  on  Demanding  the  Repentance  of  the 
Apostates  and  Reprobates,  and  Fighting  Them],  chapter:  ‘On  Fighting  the 
Kharijites  and  the  Heretics  after  Establishing  the  Evidence  against  Them’, 
6:2539  §6531;  and  Muslim  in  al-Sahlh : Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat], 
chapter:  ‘The  Encouragement  to  Kill  the  Kharijites’,  2:746  §1066. 

3 Narrated  by  al-Tabaranl  in  al-Mucjam  al-awsat,  6:186  §6142. 

4 Narrated  by  Abu  Dawud  in  al-Sunan : Kitab  al-Sunna  [The  Book  of  the 
Sunna],  chapter:  ‘On  Killing  the  Kharijites’,  4:243  §4765. 

5 Narrated  by  Muslim  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat], 
chapter:  ‘The  Kharijites  Are  the  Most  Evil  of  Creation’,  2:750  §1067. 

6 Narrated  by  Ibn  Abu  cAsim  in  al-Sunna , 2:455  §934!  and  al-Haythaml  in 
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Zip  ^ Js-  byr^H  • 2.0 
They  will  appear  during  a time  in  which  there  is  disunity.1 


OjSsilo  .21 


They  will  shed  blood  that  is  inviolable  [which  implies  that 
they  will  believe  it  is  permissible  to  kill  Muslims  and  non- 
Muslims].2 


tya)  <UJJt  Jjsi  <Ull  'jfi  'jjp-  Jju  jUdJt  J4?~d'  OjjJaij  .22 

.(yft  ^ 


They  will  block  the  roads,  shed  blood  without  any 
authorization  from  God,  and  they  will  declare  lawful  the 
blood  of  the  non-Muslim  citizens  [taken  from  the  words 
of  cA’isha  Sit]. 3 


. (jd  Jj^)  dip  OjSClgjj  OJliaJj  .23 

They  will  believe  in  the  clear-cut  verses  of  the  Qur’an  but 
fall  into  destruction  when  it  comes  to  their  interpretation 
of  the  ambiguous  verses  [taken  from  the  words  of  Ibn 
‘Abbas  C§f].4 


f.  ^ $ 0 , * * 

•GH  iJ*  ^ djijdj  .24 

They  will  make  truthful  demands  with  their  tongues  but 

Majmac  al-ZawaHd,  6:228.  And  he  said  that  its  transmitters  are  those  of  a 
sound  tradition. 

1 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlb:  Kitab  al-Manaqib  [The  Book  of 
Virtues],  chapter:  ‘The  Signs  of  Prophethood  in  Islam’,  3:1321  §3414;  and 
Muslim  in  al-Sahlb:  al-Zakat  [The  Alms-due],  chapter:  Discussion  of  the 
Kharijites  and  their  Qualities,  2:744  §1064. 

2 Narrated  by  Muslim  in  al-Sahlh : Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat], 
chapter:  ‘The  Encouragement  to  Kill  the  Kharijites’,  2:748  §1066. 

3 Narrated  by  al-Hakim  in  al-Mustadrak,  2:166  §2657. 

4 Narrated  by  al-Tabari  in  Jamb  al-Bayan  ft  Tafslr  al-Qur’an,  3:181;  and 
al-cAsqalanI,  Fath  al-BarJ,  12:300. 
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they  will  not  pass  beyond  their  throats  [taken  from  the 
words  of  cAll  J2J.1 


0 0 * . a , o ' — ' - * ' 0 

jj\  Jj3  jUSoi  ^ cJJj  OUi  Ji  Jjiila.6  .25 


■ms* 


They  will  take  the  verses  revealed  about  the  disbelievers 
and  apply  them  to  the  believers  [taken  from  the  words  of 
Ibn  'Umar  t^r].2- 


US  jldJl  jjTjU;  .26 

They  shall  pass  through  the  religion  just  as  an  arrow 
passes  through  a hunted  game.3 


.(*4^3  .27 

Those  who  fight  against  them  will  earn  a great  reward.4 

.ijki  j*  j °Jr  .28 

The  one  who  is  killed  by  them  is  the  best  person  killed.5 


1 Narrated  by  Muslim  in  al-Sahth : Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat], 
chapter:  ‘The  Encouragement  to  Kill  the  Kharijites’,  2:749  §1066. 

2 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sablb:  Kitab  istitaba  al-murtaddin  wa  al- 

mu  anidtn  wa  qitalihim  [The  Book  on  Demanding  the  Repentance  of  the 

Apostates  and  Reprobates,  and  Fighting  Them],  chapter:  ‘On  Killing  the 
Kharijites  and  the  Heretics  after  Establishing  the  Evidence  against  Them’, 
6:2539. 

3 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sablb : Kitab  istitaba  al-murtaddin  wa  al- 

mu'anidln  iva  qitalihim  [The  Book  on  Demanding  the  Repentance  of  the 

Apostates  and  Reprobates,  and  Fighting  Them],  chapter:  ‘On  Fighting  the 
Kharijites  and  the  Heretics  after  Establishing  the  Evidence  against  Them’, 
6:2539  §6531;  and  Muslim  in  al-Sablb : Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat], 
chapter:  ‘The  Encouragement  to  Kill  the  Kharijites’,  2:746  §1066. 

4 Narrated  by  Muslim  in  al-Sablb-  Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat], 
chapter:  ‘The  Encouragement  to  Kill  the  Kharijites’,  2:748  §1066. 

5 Narrated  by  al-Tirmidhl  in  al-Sunan : Kitab  tafslr  al-Qur’an  [The  Book  of 
Qur’anic  Exegesis],  chapter:  ‘From  Sura  Al  dmran’,  5:226  §3000. 
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3 5°  I FATWA  on  Terrorism  and  Suicide  Bombings 


.tlifjl  jrit  .29 

They  are  the  worst  of  those  slain  under  the  heavens.1 

giiii  Lhs .30 

They  would  be  made  the  dogs  of  Hell  [in  the  Hereafter].2 

3 1 . They  will  declare  it  obligatory  to  wage  armed  rebellion  against 
an  oppressive  and  corrupt  government.3 

32.  They  will  declare  that  the  one  who  commits  a major  sin  is  a 
disbeliever. 

33.  They  will  declare  lawful  the  blood  and  wealth  of  someone 
who  commits  a major  sin. 

34.  They  will  seize  a particular  area  and  make  it  a centre  of 
terrorist  activity — as  they  did  when  they  took  Harura  as  their 
base. 

3 5 . They  will  reject  negotiations  with  the  people  [their  opponents] . 


1 Ibid. 

2 Ibid. 

3 Narrated  by  cAbd  al-Qahir  al-Baghdadl,  al-Farq  bayn  al-firaq , p.  73;  and  Ibn 
Taymiyya,  Majmfba  al-fatawa,  13:31. 
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